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up new lines. He was particularly fond of this regiment, the nucleus of which was formed by his guides of Italy and Egypt. His trained eye could judge very correctly the •strength of a column, and finding this one very short of its number, he took a little note-book from his pocket, and, after •consulting it, sent for General Morland, colonel of the mounted chasseurs of the guard, and said to him in a severe tone, c The strength of your regiment is entered on my notes at 1,200 combatants, and, although you have not yet been engaged with the enemy, you have not more than 800 troopers there. What has become of the rest ? ' General Morland, at fighting an excellent and very brave officer, but not gifted with the faculty of ready reply, was taken aback, -and answered in his Alsatian French that only a very small number of men were missing. The Emperor maintained that there were close upon 400 short, and to clear the matter up he determined to have them counted on the spot; but knowing that Morland was much liked by his staff, and being •afraid of what their good nature might do, he thought it would be safer if he took an officer who belonged neither to his household nor to the guard, and, catching sight of me, he ordered me to count the chasseurs, and to come and report their numbers to him in person. Having said this, he galloped off. I began my operation, which was all the more easy that the troopers were marching at a walk, and in fours.
Poor General Morland, who knew how nearly correct Napoleon's calculation had been, was in great distress, for he foresaw that my report would draw down upon him a severe reprimand. He hardly knew me, and did not propose that I should run into any risk in order to spare him unpleasantness. He remained, therefore, in silence by my side, until, fortunately for him, his staff adjutant came up. This officer, Fournier by name, had begun his military career as assistant-surgeon, afterwards becoming surgeon-major, when, feeling that his vocation was more for the sabre than for the lancet, he had requested and obtained permission to take his place among the combatant officers, and Morland, withosal, andlater, when, in 1809, the Austriansnd fight, where the bayonet
